
Page 1Patchen Community Square Bylaws
March 10, 2017

ARTICLE I: 
1.1 Name: Patchen Square Community Garden

1.2 Location: 142 Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11221; corner of Patchen 
Ave and Putnam Ave.

1.3 Hours: Sunrise to sunset on Weekends, with additional hours on 
weeknights; follow GreenThumb registration and licensing requirements 
for regulated scheduling, which includes open hours for 20 hours per week 
from April 1st through October 31st. Key holders are allowed at any time.

ARTICLE II:
2.1 Mission: The goal of Patchen Square Community Garden is to create a 
beautiful space in the heart of Bed-Stuy where all walks of life are welcome. 
This is a space for neighbors to congregate, feel safe, and be heard all while 
enjoying the benefits of greenery in an urban neighborhood. 

2.2 General Rules: If a member, neighbor, and/or visitor does not abide by 
any of the rules listed or the following rules hereafter there will be a verbal 
warning and if there is a continued disturbance he/she will be asked to 
leave, no exceptions regardless of standing within the community garden. 
All members are responsible for their personal visitors. 

a. Absolutely no yelling, no hostility, no insults, no physical 
altercations.

b. All good standing members may plant and harvest from community 
beds.

c. Anyone under the age of 18 must be supervised. No exceptions, 
even if underage person is a plot owner.

d. Individual and group plots are off-limits to everyone except plot 
owner.

e. Household pets are not allowed in the garden and most be left 
outside the gate when entering the garden.

2.3 Garden Events: All members and neighbors are welcome to reserve 
the community space for events that are not educational or fundraising in 
nature. While the space is reserved, members are always welcome to enter 
at their leisure.

a. Member Events: Members should notify others if they are 
having gatherings of more than 12 people. If a member is unsure 
of exactly how many people will be coming, but it’s a close count, 
please inform the group anways as this helps with planning and will 
be entered into the calendar.
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a. Non-Member Events: Non-members are also welcome to have 
gatherings in the garden. As they are not members, a written 
agreement is to be signed by the individual before the space is 
reserved for their event. It is encouraged (but not required) that the 
non-member holding the event donate $35 to the garden for use 
of the garden that goes to its continual upkeep. Non-members will 
need to coordinate with an Events Coordinator to reserve space. 
A volunteer member will open/close the space and follow up at 
the end time to ensure materials are cleaned up and everything is 
looking good. 

ARTICLE III:
3.1 Membership: There are different types of membership, and members 
are responsible for completing all required activity for the year; if he/she 
does not fulfill duties then membership will be revoked and there will be no 
reconsideration for next year. Members must be at least 16 years old, and 
all members under 18 should have their parent’s permission to participate 
in the garden. Hours completed must be recorded on the member’s hour 
log located in the shed. All members must agree to and abide by these 
bylaws. All garden members have the right to vote; access to communal 
tools; and the ability to plant and harvest within communal areas. 
Communal areas include communal plots and around the perimeter of the 
garden on the fence line. 

3.2 Membership Dues: Dues shall be due by the first day of April for 
individual and group plot owners. If dues aren’t paid on time, the board 
may assume that the non-paying member is no longer interested in 
maintaining an individual plot and the next person on the waiting list will 
be contacted. General member fees shall be collected on a rolling basis.

a. Individual plots: Individuals with a plot have an annual 
membership fee of $40 annually. They also must have something 
planted by May 1st; complete routine seasonal maintenance; and 
participate in 24 hours of community garden service. Individual 
plots are allocated as one plot per family. 
 
Any garden member who no longer wants their bed should inform 
the board who will re-assign the bed prior to April 1st. If planting 
has not been started by May 1st the board can assume that the 
individual is no longer interested in maintaining a plot and will 
re-assign the bed regardless if dues have been paid. Priority will 
go to the wait listed individuals who have completed their annual 
community service and are in good standing in the garden. 
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Garden beds shall be maintained throughout the year or 
arrangements made to have them maintained during a member’s 
absence. If it comes to the board’s attention that bed isn’t being 
maintained, two warnings shall be issued before the member loses 
the bed for next season.

b. Group plots: Group plots are are allocated to community 
organizations such as student groups, block associations, or 
churches. These plots have an annual membership fee of $40. 
They must have started planting by May 1st and complete routine 
seasonal maintenance. They must hold one volunteer event for 
their organization to contribute to other projects within the garden. 
These events should be at least 4 hours and the Events Coordinator 
is responsible for helping to organize.  
 
There will be one representative from the group who is responsible 
for communicating with the board and will be allocated the key for 
the group. This individual is also able to vote in general elections. 
If other members wish to vote in elections and/or be a key holder, 
they must become a general member. If the group no longer wishes 
to maintain their bed, they should inform the co-chairs who will 
reassign the bed. If dues have not been paid by April 1st or the 
bed has not been planted in by May 1st the board can assume that 
the group is no longer interested in maintaining a plot and will 
re-assign the bed. If group beds are vacant, they will be in use as a 
communal bed until a group wishes to be active in the garden. 

d. General member: Individuals who want to be active within the 
garden have an annual fee of $5 and must complete 5 hours of 
community garden service.

e. Board member: Individuals who are on the board, but who do not 
have an individual plot have an annual membership fee of $40 
annually and participate in 24 hours of community garden service. 
If board members do not complete the annual requirement of hours, 
they will be removed from the board the following year, but may 
maintain general membership.

3.3 Keys: There is a $2 fee for all members who wish to be a key holder. If 
the individual wishes to no longer be a member, they must return the key 
at the end of the membership.

3.4 Meetings: There will be at least three meetings during the gardening 
season. Although these are not mandatory, they will be to the benefit of 
the gardener as new proposals and rules will be discussed and voted upon. 
Board members should plan on attending all meetings, but when unable 
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to attend must notify the rest of board of the absence. Meetings will be 
planned with the excess of two weeks in advance in order to properly notify 
all members.

3.5 Supplies: There are limited amount of tools and supplies on hand so 
all supplies and tools are to remain within the garden at all times unless 
permission is requested . The garden will try to provide soil annually for 
plots however this is not promised and each gardener should be prepared 
to purchase all necessary items for his/her plot. 

3.6 Watering: All members are expected to help with the watering 
of communial areas including the lawn, surrounding plantings, and 
community beds and filling up water barrels. Members should not water 
individual beds without explicit permission to do so.

3.7 Revoking Beds or Membership: Beds and garden membership 
should only be revoked when members do not meet the requirements 
stated in the bylaws (see section 3.2.a). A member who has not maintained 
their plot may lose the plot, though they may remain garden members. 
Upon May 1st, if nothing has been planted, it is assumed the the gardener 
no longer wishes to have a plot or their individual bed is revoked it will be 
re-assigned to an individual on the wait list. Gardeners may remain active 
in the garden unless they have also substantially violated the gardens trust 
or neglected their responsibilities.

ARTICLE IV:
4.1 Leadership: All members have a voice and a vote, however in order 
to maintain a more efficient space there are several lead members who will 
enforce rules and make sure the garden is held at its highest standard. All 
of these members are held to the highest degree of responsibility and if he/
she cannot fulfill duties as a respectful member then they will be removed.
 

a. Two Co-chairs: These individuals are responsible for upkeeping 
peaceful and democratic relations within the garden and leading 
initiatives throughout the season. 

b. Supplies and Project Manager(s): Responsible for researching 
available resources and bringing options to the general meeting; 
Wherever possible, should solicit donations of materials. 

c. Events, Fundraising, and Outreach Coordinator(s): Responsible 
for participating in the organization of events such as volunteer 
days, community events, and classes in order for them to run 
smoothly and effectively. 

d. Treasurer: Responsible for keeping an up-to-date ledger of all funds 
and for informing members at meetings. Expenditures must be 
approved by this person before purchasing
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4.2 Bylaw Amendments: If  a  garden  member  has  an  issue  or  
concern  that  could  be resolved  by a change in the bylaws, they are 
encouraged to bring it up in a garden meeting for discussion. Once  the  
proposal  is  formalized,  the  exact wording of the proposed change or 
amendment, as  well as the current bylaw, would be circulated. Then the 
issue will be voted on in the next meeting. Bylaws may be amended by 
a two thirds vote of those voting, if a quorum is present. A quorum is a 
majority of the garden members. If a majority of garden members are not 
present at the meeting, then no change will take place.

4.3 Voting Procedure: In order for garden activities to be approved 
there must be a voting process with a 2/3 margin of approval of those 
in attendence. If an issue is rejected there will be opportunity to revise 
and revisit at next garden meeting. While all voting will take place in the 
garden meetings, effort will be made for garden members who would 
like to participate but are not present due to other scheduling conflicts. 
However, since decisions will be informed by conversation and deliberation 
and consensus will often form during the meeting, absentee voting is 
discouraged.

Revised May 20, 2014 by Alison Iven, to reflect changes approved May 5, 2014.

Revised August 1, 2015 by Alison Iven, to reflect proposed changes from June 23, 2015 meeting

March 10, 2017 by Alison Iven, to reflect proposed changes from May 1, 2017 meeting


